
TAH Grant Lesson Plan

[image: image2]

TAH Grant Lesson Plan

[image: image3]

Alexander Hamilton and the Development of the Constitution
Grade Level: 3-5
United States History

Time Required: 45 minutes


Lesson Summary:

Students will analyze a portrait of Alexander Hamilton to build background on a character central to the development of the Constitution of the United States of America.
Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Build background information on Alexander Hamilton by viewing a portrait.

2. Identify Alexander Hamilton’s key contributions in developing our government. 

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Federalists
	Politeia/Regime Late 18th Century America
	Anti-Federalists



	Federal Government with 3 independent branches
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	states, localities, individuals

	Constitution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Bill of Rights

	We the People
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Personal liberties

	


Key Terms:

Federalist- noun-U.S. political party led by George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and John Jay.  This party was formed in 1787 to promote ratification of the Constitution.  They represented planters, merchants, bankers, and manufacturers.  This was a group of conservatives who favored a strong centralized government and ceased to exist at the end of the War of 1812.
Anti-Federalist-noun-Opponents of the adoption of the federal Constitution.  Leading Anti-Federalists included George Mason, Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson.  Later many of the Anti-Federalists opposed the policies of the Federalist party and of Alexander Hamilton.
The Articles of Confederation-noun- Document detailing the form of government taken after the Revolutionary War.  The focus was on state governments, which had tremendous power.  This form of government proved unequal to the task of governing the 13 colonies, mainly because 9 of the 13 colonies had to agree to get anything done.  The result was the Constitutional Convention.

Constitutional Convention-noun- The formal assembly of US statesmen who drafted the Constitution in 1787 because the Articles of Confederation weren’t working.

Historical Background for the Teachers:

Heroes CICERO © 2007 1-2 

 Alexander Hamilton 
1755/57-1804 

Alexander Hamilton used his troubled youth as a learning tool to rise up to become a great leader. Hamilton’s own birth record is not clear some report his birth in 1755 others in 1757, he died in 1804. He was born on the Caribbean Island of Nevis, a British Isle, but was raised on St. Croix, a Danish owned island. By the time Hamilton was only 14 years old he had lived a difficult life. Hamilton’s parents were never married. His father abandoned him, his mother died and left him a penniless orphan, and he was separated from his older brother, and by 1766 was working for Beckman and Cruger. While Hamilton’s mother had a store, all of the inheritance went to her first son from her former marriage, Peter Lavien. After the death of his mother, Hamilton lived with the Stevens family, a local merchant. In his later teen years Hamilton went to the American Colonies. He studied law at King’s College in New York, today called Columbia University. 

Hamilton, not being born in the American Colonies had no personal loyalty to any certain state or colony. Hamilton originally had more loyalty to England than America. He hoped that America and England together would become a team leader in the world. It was clear even to Hamilton that England was not going to allow America as an equal. In 1775 he joined the military against England. After two years of battle experience Hamilton, after being requested, worked as General George Washington’s aide, as a lieutenant colonel. Hamilton witnessed the difficulty within the young nation’s government. Within the Continental Congress, the states did not work together but for their own gain. The Continental Congress could not tax the people causing a large war debt and no way to repay it. 

In 1786 Hamilton called for each colony to send an ambassador to help overhaul the Articles of Confederation. In the city of Philadelphia with each colony represented, talks began the following year. The group soon decided that a completely new system of government was needed. Every person there had a chance to say how this new government should be set up. Hamilton’s ideas included a strong federal government, which could overrule state governments. He believed leaders should be from the upper class. The federal government should be proactive in economic and military affairs. Not everyone agreed and so it took many months but soon many differences were worked out and the U.S. Constitution was written. 

George Washington was voted the first president of the United States of America under the new Constitution. When Washington appointed Hamilton as the first Secretary of the Treasury in 1789, Hamilton already had ideas how to reduce the national debt of 50 million dollars. His first ideas were to encourage making the products instead of sending the raw materials away for manufacture. Hamilton wanted the nation as a whole to take responsibility for the country’s debt. He formed a National Bank to standardize and control U.S. money. Hamilton wanted to keep friendly with the British, for trade. His biggest idea was to link the wealthy people of the nation with the success of the nation, providing needed funds through the sale of bonds. 

Over his lifetime Hamilton overcame many difficulties. As an orphaned penniless child he grew and he learned how to survive and succeed. He had strong ideas and was not afraid to speak 
what he believed. Not everyone was happy with the way Hamilton did business. Southern plantation owners were the economic leaders from the early beginnings of our nation. Now they were not. The lower-class were slighted by the fact that Hamilton did not think them worthy of running for office in our new government. Hamilton was challenged to a duel in 1804 by longtime political rival, Aaron Burr. Hamilton went to the duel, but refused to shoot at Burr, fired into the air and was killed, leaving a wife and 8 children. Above it all Hamilton’s ideas for the formation of the Constitution and the economy still impact American life today. Hamilton truly was a founding father and a great economist. 
Anticipatory Set:
Display “Portrait of Alexander Hamilton” by Alonzo Chappel (1755/7-1804) for students to view.  Orient students to picture using map directions.  Draw quadrants, North, South, East, and West on board.
Do Now Activity:
 Use questioning to engage students in a conversation about the portrait of Alexander Hamilton.

1. Tell me what you see in the picture.

2. What is the setting of the image? Where does it take place?

3. Who is depicted in the image?

4. What does the way he is dressed tell you about him?

5. How do the objects in the picture give you clues about the individual?

6. What does the body language of the individual tell you about his personality?

7. Where is the attention of this figure directed? Note the direction of the eyes.

8. What do you think the artist wanted us to observe about the figure when he created the portrait?
Procedures:

1. Review Binary Paideia and discuss the differing positions of the Federalists and Anti-Federalists.

2. Provide the short biography on Alexander Hamilton from Cicero’s library to students. 

3. Review timeline of key events leading up to Constitutional Convention

4. So what else do we know about Alexander Hamilton?  Read an excerpt from the Federalist Papers and show the obituary from New York Times 1804.

5. Look carefully again at the portrait.  Where do you see this face in our everyday life?  Ten Dollar bill!!

Homework:

Write a short paragraph about how Alexander Hamilton’s early life as an orphan may have influenced his adult life.

Assessment: Write a short essay outlining what you learned about Alexander Hamilton, and the key contributions he made in developing our country.

Extension: Draw a Memorial Bust or Political Cartoon of Alexander Hamilton
Resources: Background: Heroes Cicero 2007, Federalist Papers #1(Yale Law Library), Obituary New York Times(NY Historical Society), Portrait of Alexander Hamilton by Alonzo Chappel (1755/57-1804)

Author of Lesson:

Dorri E. McPherson, Bayshore Elementary
Fountains of Freedom Liberty Fellowship
http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa01.htm
The Federalist No. 1

Introduction

Independent Journal
Saturday, October 27, 1787 
[Alexander Hamilton]

To the People of the State of New York:

AFTER an unequivocal experience of the inefficacy of the subsisting federal government, you are called upon to deliberate on a new Constitution for the United States of America. The subject speaks its own importance; comprehending in its consequences nothing less than the existence of the UNION, the safety and welfare of the parts of which it is composed, the fate of an empire in many respects the most interesting in the world. It has been frequently remarked that it seems to have been reserved to the people of this country, by their conduct and example, to decide the important question, whether societies of men are really capable or not of establishing good government from reflection and choice, or whether they are forever destined to depend for their political constitutions on accident and force. If there be any truth in the remark, the crisis at which we are arrived may with propriety be regarded as the era in which that decision is to be made; and a wrong election of the part we shall act may, in this view, deserve to be considered as the general misfortune of mankind. 

This idea will add the inducements of philanthropy to those of patriotism, to heighten the solicitude which all considerate and good men must feel for the event. Happy will it be if our choice should be directed by a judicious estimate of our true interests, unperplexed and unbiased by considerations not connected with the public good. But this is a thing more ardently to be wished than seriously to be expected. The plan offered to our deliberations affects too many particular interests, innovates upon too many local institutions, not to involve in its discussion a variety of objects foreign to its merits, and of views, passions and prejudices little favorable to the discovery of truth.

Among the most formidable of the obstacles which the new Constitution will have to encounter may readily be distinguished the obvious interest of a certain class of men in every State to resist all changes which may hazard a diminution of the power, emolument, and consequence of the offices they hold under the State establishments; and the perverted ambition of another class of men, who will either hope to aggrandize themselves by the confusions of their country, or will flatter themselves with fairer prospects of elevation from the subdivision of the empire into several partial confederacies than from its union under one government.

It is not, however, my design to dwell upon observations of this nature. I am well aware that it would be disingenuous to resolve indiscriminately the opposition of any set of men (merely because their situations might subject them to suspicion) into interested or ambitious views. Candor will oblige us to admit that even such men may be actuated by upright intentions; and it cannot be doubted that much of the opposition which has made its appearance, or may hereafter make its appearance, will spring from sources, blameless at least, if not respectable--the honest errors of minds led astray by preconceived jealousies and fears. So numerous indeed and so powerful are the causes which serve to give a false bias to the judgment, that we, upon many occasions, see wise and good men on the wrong as well as on the right side of questions of the first magnitude to society. This circumstance, if duly attended to, would furnish a lesson of moderation to those who are ever so much persuaded of their being in the right in any controversy. And a further reason for caution, in this respect, might be drawn from the reflection that we are not always sure that those who advocate the truth are influenced by purer principles than their antagonists. Ambition, avarice, personal animosity, party opposition, and many other motives not more laudable than these, are apt to operate as well upon those who support as those who oppose the right side of a question. Were there not even these inducements to moderation, nothing could be more ill-judged than that intolerant spirit which has, at all times, characterized political parties. For in politics, as in religion, it is equally absurd to aim at making proselytes by fire and sword. Heresies in either can rarely be cured by persecution. 

And yet, however just these sentiments will be allowed to be, we have already sufficient indications that it will happen in this as in all former cases of great national discussion. A torrent of angry and malignant passions will be let loose. To judge from the conduct of the opposite parties, we shall be led to conclude that they will mutually hope to evince the justness of their opinions, and to increase the number of their converts by the loudness of their declamations and the bitterness of their invectives. An enlightened zeal for the energy and efficiency of government will be stigmatized as the offspring of a temper fond of despotic power and hostile to the principles of liberty. An over-scrupulous jealousy of danger to the rights of the people, which is more commonly the fault of the head than of the heart, will be represented as mere pretense and artifice, the stale bait for popularity at the expense of the public good. It will be forgotten, on the one hand, that jealousy is the usual concomitant of love, and that the noble enthusiasm of liberty is apt to be infected with a spirit of narrow and illiberal distrust. On the other hand, it will be equally forgotten that the vigor of government is essential to the security of liberty; that, in the contemplation of a sound and well-informed judgment, their interest can never be separated; and that a dangerous ambition more often lurks behind the specious mask of zeal for the rights of the people than under the forbidden appearance of zeal for the firmness and efficiency of government. History will teach us that the former has been found a much more certain road to the introduction of despotism than the latter, and that of those men who have overturned the liberties of republics, the greatest number have begun their career by paying an obsequious court to the people; commencing demagogues, and ending tyrants.

In the course of the preceding observations, I have had an eye, my fellow-citizens, to putting you upon your guard against all attempts, from whatever quarter, to influence your decision in a matter of the utmost moment to your welfare, by any impressions other than those which may result from the evidence of truth. You will, no doubt, at the same time, have collected from the general scope of them, that they proceed from a source not unfriendly to the new Constitution. Yes, my countrymen, I own to you that, after having given it an attentive consideration, I am clearly of opinion it is your interest to adopt it. I am convinced that this is the safest course for your liberty, your dignity, and your happiness. I affect not reserves which I do not feel. I will not amuse you with an appearance of deliberation when I have decided. I frankly acknowledge to you my convictions, and I will freely lay before you the reasons on which they are founded. The consciousness of good intentions disdains ambiguity. I shall not, however, multiply professions on this head. My motives must remain in the depository of my own breast. My arguments will be open to all, and may be judged of by all. They shall at least be offered in a spirit which will not disgrace the cause of truth.

I propose, in a series of papers, to discuss the following interesting particulars: -- The utility of the UNION to your political prosperity -- The insufficiency of the present Confederation to preserve that Union -- The necessity of a government at least equally energetic with the one proposed, to the attainment of this object -- The conformity of the proposed Constitution to the true principles of republican government -- Its analogy to your own state constitution -- and lastly, The additional security which its adoption will afford to the preservation of that species of government, to liberty, and to property.
In the progress of this discussion I shall endeavor to give a satisfactory answer to all the objections which shall have made their appearance, that may seem to have any claim to your attention. 

It may perhaps be thought superfluous to offer arguments to prove the utility of the UNION, a point, no doubt, deeply engraved on the hearts of the great body of the people in every State, and one, which it may be imagined, has no adversaries. But the fact is, that we already hear it whispered in the private circles of those who oppose the new Constitution, that the thirteen States are of too great extent for any general system, and that we must of necessity resort to separate confederacies of distinct portions of the whole.1 This doctrine will, in all probability, be gradually propagated, till it has votaries enough to countenance an open avowal of it. For nothing can be more evident, to those who are able to take an enlarged view of the subject, than the alternative of an adoption of the new Constitution or a dismemberment of the Union. It will therefore be of use to begin by examining the advantages of that Union, the certain evils, and the probable dangers, to which every State will be exposed from its dissolution. This shall accordingly constitute the subject of my next address.

PUBLIUS
1 - The same idea, tracing the arguments to their consequences, is held out in several of the late publications against the new Constitution.
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