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That’s My Land, Not Yours!
Grade Level: 5th Grade
United States History
Time Required: 50 minute class period

Lesson Summary:

Students will play the role of either French or British commanders prior to the French and Indian War.  After learning about the conflict over the disputed Ohio River territories, they will select areas they believe are strategically important to their individual objectives as French or British commanders.  Students will discuss how the conflicting desires for the disputed territories led to the French and Indian War.
Objectives:

SS.5.A.5.1: Identify and explain significant events leading up to the American Revolution.

Students will be able to identify the territories claimed by France and Britain leading up to the French and Indian War.

Students will be able to state why each country (France and Britain) felt they needed to control the Ohio River Valley.

Students will be able to state why this conflict led to war.
Key Terms:
Ohio River Valley, fort, trading post, fur trade

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Twenty years before the American Revolution, France and Britain's struggle for North America sparked the French and Indian War.  France's influence in North America was tied to the fur trade -- they set up trading posts in Canada and around the Great Lakes, and maintained relationships with the native Indians.  

Meanwhile, British colonists settled along the Atlantic coast -- pushing the American Indians further inward.  In the 1750's, France and Britain were both building empires, and came to blows over the land between their American settlements -- the Ohio River Valley.  

However, the Indians also called this land home, and they would play a valuable role in the war by tipping the balance of power in favor of one of the European empires.  British policies that came out of French and Indian War like taxation and land treaties would help spark the American Revolution.  Meanwhile, the war would also provide a training ground for one of the United States' greatest leaders -- George Washington.   
Anticipatory Set:
Divide the class into two groups (French and British) by passing out either French or British flag stickers.

Procedures:
1. Present students with a large map of the United States prior to the French and Indian War (1755).  Pass out individual blank maps to each student.  

2. Use maps part of The War That Made America website media page to have students code their map with the territories that were controlled by the British, the French, disputed territories, and the areas where each of the major Amerindian tribes lived.

3. Ask the students who have been assigned to the French group to discuss with a partner the rivers and land areas they would need to control in order to meet their objectives:  trade with Amerindians and protect travel routes between Canadian colonies and New Orleans to the south.

4. Ask the students who have been assigned to the British group to discuss with a partner the rivers and land areas they would need to control in order to meet their objectives:  protecting the colonists who had settled west of the Appalachian mountains, trade with the Amerindians, continued westward expansion.  

5. Each group should select three locations on their map that they believe would be of strategic importance to them.  They are to indicate on their maps these locations and put a star next to the Amerindian tribes whose alliance they would need to control those lands.

6. Each group will come up to the large map displayed for the class and place their fort stickers to indicate the territories they wish to claim.

7. After all groups have completed the activity, it should be apparent that both groups want to control roughly the same areas (the Ohio River Valley, the forks of the Ohio River, etc…).  Lead a class discussion about what could happen as a result of this conflict.  Discuss the Amerindian perspective using the map to illustrate that several tribes already occupied the territories each side was now fighting over.  Then, present the students with a map of the British and French forts that existed prior to and during the French and Indian War.  Students will note that many of the forts are in the same locations they chose as strategically important.  Discuss how this conflict of interest over land control led to the French and Indian War.

Assessment:
Write a summary explaining why the Ohio River Valley was disputed territory.  Explain why each group (French, British, and Amerindians) believed they needed or already had control over the area.

Extension:
Read biographies of figures pivotal to the French and Indian War to learn more about their perspectives on ownership of the land west of the Appalachian Mountains. http://www.wqed.org/tv/specials/the-war-that-made-america/index_23.php
Resources:

Maps page from “The War That Made America”

http://www.wqed.org/tv/specials/the-war-that-made-america/index_73.php
French Flag

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/graphics/flags/large/fr-lgflag.gif
British Flag

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/uk.html
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