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The Railroad – Connecting Florida
Grade Level: 4-5
United States History
Time Required: 1 Week

Lesson Summary:

Using primary photographic resources, selected readings, and students will develop an understanding of how different modes of transportation impacted the development of Florida during the late 19th Century.  
Objectives:

SS.5.A.1.1: Use primary and secondary sources to understand history.

SS.5.A.6.3: Examine 19th century advancements (canals, roads, steamboats, flat boats, overland wagons, Pony Express, railroads) in transportation and communication.


SS.4.A.4.1: Explain the effects of technological advances on Florida.
SS.4.A.6.1: Describe the economic development of Florida's major industries.

Key Terms:
Canals

Roads

Flatboats

Timber

Steel

Keelboat

Railroads

Steam engine

Electricity

Tariff

Rafts

Barges

Investment

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Prior to the introduction of the railroad in Florida, the settlers were isolated and ‘cut off’ from the rest of the Southeastern United States.  There were few roads and railroads were few and far between.  The railroads that were present, were privately owned, and did not connect to each other. Florida did not have the financial resources to expand and connect the existing railroads due to the debt incurred during the Civil War.  However, wealthy businessmen from the North had the financial resources and saw a ‘diamond in the rough’ in Florida.  These businessmen, Hamilton Disston, Henry Flagler, Henry Plant, and William Chipley were instrumental in extending Florida’s railways throughout the entire East Coast.  

Anticipatory Set:
Teacher begins the lesson by displaying a selection of pictures that show life in Florida following the Civil War.  This will lead to a discussion about the difficulty of traveling and communication between population areas.  Teacher will then show a Florida Map from 1880 to show distribution of railways in relation to counties/towns at the time.  Students will see how sparse the railroads were, and how many of the railroads linked small towns or counties (Tampa to Polk County).  

THEN—Show population map of Florida, 1880 to demonstrate that the population declined the further from the railroads a county/city was located.  

Do Now Activity: 
1) Teacher will continue with the lesson by introducing the book, “Railways” by Colin Hynson.  This non-fiction book introduces students to a brief history of the railroad beginning in the days of the pioneers and the steam trains.  Teacher will point out selected pages and topics that pertain to the early days of the railways and the impact that the steam engine had on connecting the United States.  
2) As a class, the teacher will lead a Shared Reading of the article “Growth of Florida’s Railroads” http://fcit.usf.edu/florida/lessons/railrd/railrd1.pdf  Teacher will then distribute copies of the article to the students and display the following prompt:  “How were Florida’s transportation problems solved?  Use details and information to from the article in your answer.” Working cooperatively in small groups, students will discuss their thoughts about this prompt.  Student groups will record their answers and then share them with the group to wrap up this activity. 
3) Day Two: The teacher will begin this portion of the lesson by showing a segment from United Streaming called “Elementary Video Adventures: Stories from American History” called “Trains”.  This brief introduction to steam engines will provide a stimulus for student reflection and understanding.  
4) Next, students will view a selection of American political posters such as this anti- rail poster

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/anti-rail/images/propaganda-poster.gif, and this advertisement for railroad lands http://www.kshs.org/publicat/khq/1974/graphics/74_1_santafe_poster.jpg, and this brochure advertising Wonderful Ways West http://cdn1.ioffer.com/img/item/951/948/81/o_f3J5Jd1WpybTAfn.jpg
The class will discuss the effectiveness and any limitations of the posters, and identify characteristics of the posters. 

5) Following this discussion, students will begin the assessment portion of this lesson.  

Homework:


At the conclusion of the first day, the assigned homework will be for students to reflect on the following statement:  Today trains have been replaced by the semi-trailer truck as the main mode for transporting goods in the United States.   Yet trains can carry the same cargo more cheaply on many journeys than trucks.  Create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting both modes of transportation.


Following the second day, for homework students will begin to contemplate ideas for their poster (see Assessment).  They will brainstorm the direction and content that they want to include in their poster and come in ready to discuss their ideas with their partner.
Assessment:


Students will work in pairs to design a poster persuading people to choose the train as their primary means of transportation when traveling distances.  Students should consider historical aspects and impact of the railroads on the development of the state.  Students will then present the persuasive poster to the class.

Extension:

Students will research and design a model of a steam locomotive from the late 1800’s, using selected internet resources.  Students will then create a written description of their selected model, and describe how and when their chosen model was used in society.  
Resources:


Resources are listed within the body of the lesson plan.
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