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5th Grade Social Studies Timeline 

Grade Level: Grade 5
United States History – Unit 2 Celebrating America’s History  

Benchmark SS.5.A.1.2 Student will use timelines to identify and discuss American History in time.
Time Required: 4 days

Lesson Summary:  This lesson’s focus is to give the student an understanding of what a timeline is and how it is created, as well as, an overview of the 5th grade American History content.  The purpose is to create a collaborative effort within which students can pose questions for inquiry and build anticipation for learning.
Objectives:  Student will understand how to use a timeline.

         Student will be introduced to an overview of American History pertaining to 5th Grade curriculum.

         Student will create a timeline of their lives.


         Student will explore technology based research sites.


         Student will create a summary of an historical event in visual format. 
Key Terms:
Timeline  
Primary Sources

Secondary Source

Historical 

Symbols
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Historical Background for the Teachers:
Children will be researching various periods and topics of 5th Grade curriculum.  This lesson is planned to be a great way to start the school year, giving the students an overview of the topics that will be studied, as well as, an opportunity to collaborate with peers.  Teacher will have the opportunity to assess individual critical thinking skills and creativity.  This lesson also provides an opportunity for the teacher to share information about themselves and for the students to get to know each other.  

Day 1 (Instructional Purpose)

Anticipatory Set:  “What is a timeline?”  Teacher will share a timeline of their life explaining that a timeline in a chronological order of events.
Do Now Activity: 
Students will attempt to create an American History timeline using teacher supplied puzzle pieces of historic events (*See attached puzzle piece events).  Students are to conclude that without background knowledge and research, they will be unable to correctly create the timeline. 

Procedures:
1. Teacher will present anticipatory set.

2. Teacher will hand out puzzle pieces to student pairs directing students to have one partner hold puzzle piece, while other partners give direction for placement (Students should stand in two lines facing each other – “puzzle pieces” across from “directors”).

3. Students attempt to organize the timeline in chronological order for given time period.

4. Teacher then asks students to reflect:  What was difficult about this activity?  What was successful? What do you need to be more successful? 

5. Assign homework (3 night assignment).

Day 2 (Research)

6. Students will begin research for “puzzle piece” event (in partnerships). Utilize any social studies book or an online encyclopedia, such as, World Book or Wikipedia.  Students will use the “Timeline Inquiry Guide” to focus research.  Allow one class period for planning, research and gathering of information.

7. Complete research assignment.

Day 3 (Culminating Project & Share) 
8. Students (in partnerships) will create a visual summary of the historic event given on their puzzle piece 

following the timeline inquiry guide.  Product can take any creative visual format that can be hung on a wall.

9. Culminating activity: Students will present visual summaries.  Following all presentations, students will 

      again attempt to put their puzzle pieces in chronological order.

10. Teacher will hang timeline puzzle pieces and visuals on the wall as reference for yearlong study.

Day 4 (Assessment) 
      11.  Student will present personal timeline (homework).

Homework:
Student will begin to create a timeline of their own life (based on Teacher example) including a minimum of 8 events and a maximum of 15 events. (3 night homework)

Assessment:
Student will create a timeline of their life.  Student will present timeline to classmates as a “get to you know you activity”.

Extension:
Throughout the year teacher will refer to timeline resource for K-W-L, background info, etc.

Resources:

Computer, 5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Roadmap (SSS), Social Studies Text, Encyclopedias

Attachments: Event Puzzle Pieces and Timeline Inquiry Guide

Author of Lesson:
Laura Schuneman and Kim Roberson-Hoy

Gene Witt Elementary
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Slavery is a key issue in the states.  The Missouri


Compromise is a result.





“Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes.”  This is a famous quote from the battle of Bunker Hill.





The largest purchase of land in America’s history is the Louisiana Purchase.





The Transcontinental Railroad is completed, joining the Atlantic and Pacific oceans.





George Washington is voted first president of the Unites States of America.





The Bill of Rights guaranteed our individual rights.





The Aztec rule much of Central America.





The Stamp Act angers the colonists.





Samuel Slater brings the first textile mill to the United States.





Colonial settlers use a triangular trade route for goods.





The Constitution insures a three-part government.





The National Road is completed.





After becoming a nation, we enter a second war with Britain.





Molly Pitcher joins her husband on the battle field.
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