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Triangular Trade
Grade Level: 5th
United States History
Time Required: 1 day

Lesson Summary:

Triangular trade was the trading network between Africa, Europe and North America.  The shipping routes formed an imaginary triangle across the Atlantic Ocean and became known as the Triangle of Trade.  The continents exchanged imports and exports as part of their economies.    
Objectives:
1.  What were the exports and imports of the Triangular Trade?

2.  How did the Triangular Trade link Africa, the West Indies, and the British Colonies and Europe?

Sunshine State Standards/ Manatee County Curriculum Standards
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	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	Politeia/Regime
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Colonial settlement, migration, trading, West Indies, Europe, British Colonies, Triangular Trade, Western Africa, slavery, harsh, and impact

	Vocabulary word
	Part of speech
	Definition
	

	colonial settlement
	Noun
	Residence of those living in the 13 colonies
	

	migration
	Verb
	People moving  in the same pattern year after year
	

	impact
	Noun
	Influence on history and its people
	

	trading
	Verb
	Exchanging goods and services
	

	West Indies
	Noun
	an archipelago between North and South America
	

	Europe
	Noun
	A continent 
	

	British Colonies
	Noun
	Area colonized by the British government
	

	Triangular trade
	Verb
	Trading amongst 3 regions for goods and services
	

	Western Africa
	Noun
	Countries on the western side of Africa
	

	Slavery
	Noun
	Condition of keeping humans in bondage
	

	Harsh
	Adjective
	physically uncomfortable; desolate; stark
	


Historical Background for the Teachers:
Triangular Trade existed during the 17th,18th, and early 19th centuries.  It connected Africa, the West Indies, the British Colonies, and Europe.  The term triangular represents trading among three regions.  The regions were Africa, the British Colonies and the British West Indies.  Since Europe was a major influence in the colonies it also connected trading with Europe.  
Triangular Trade consisted of three journeys.  The first passage was from Europe to Africa, carrying manufactured goods.  The second passage was from Africa to the Americas, or the West Indies.  It carried African slaves and other commodities.  The third passage carried sugar, tobacco, rum, rice, cotton and other goods back to Europe. 
Cash crops were created by the use of slave labor.  The cash crops were exported to Europe.  Slaves from Africa were purchased with the cash from European goods.  The African slaves were brought to the Americas to work as slave labor and the slave labor was very lucrative since it was free labor.  Triangular Trade encouraged importing and exporting of goods and services between Europe, Africa, and North America.  

Anticipatory Set:
Natural events impacted the development of the colonies and impacted the people who lived in the colonies.  There were economic, political, and socio-cultural reasons for settling the colonies.  Western Africa, Britain, the West Indies and the colonies became interdependent upon each other during this time.

Do Now Activity: 
When given a map students will outline the areas of the Triangular Trading routes.  Students will include on the map the countries involved and the goods involved.  The map should include the trading routes and should show direction of the routes.  

Procedures:
Students will use a map and identify the countries, routes and goods involved in the Triangular Trade.

Homework:
Students are asked to brainstorm a list of imported goods to the United States and a list of goods exported from the United States.  Students should include the country that imports or accepts the export from the United States.  

Assessment:
Students will put themselves in other people’s shoes by acting out the people involved in the Triangular Trade.  

Student names will be drawn into three groups.  Students will be assigned specific roles within the group to act out in the activity (merchant, slave, slave owner, etc.)* The groups will interact with each other.  A mock monetary system will be set up and students will need to exchange goods and services amongst each other to represent the Triangle of Trade. The teacher will facilitate by beginning the trading process and by cuing the students to charge money and exchange money for services and goods. 

*Before you participate in assigning a group of students to a “slave experience” think about the level of trust you have established with your class.  If you are uncomfortable with this, adapt this assessment giving all students the opportunity to write or discuss a reflection about this experience from the viewpoint of those who were being sold into slavery. 
Extension:
Explore , using a websearch,  the cultural items that were exchanged during the time of the Triangular Trade. 

Make a list of artifacts that became intermingled among the different cultures. 

Resources:

Maps, globes, charts, web access on computers, and textbooks.

http://www.nmm.ac.uk/freedom/viewTheme.cfm/theme/triangular
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