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Triangular Trade
Grade Level: 5th
Slavery in America

Time Required: 2 periods

Lesson Summary:

Students will understand how slavery was introduced in the colonies and the impact and role it played
Objectives:
SS.5.A.4.5  Explain the importance of Triangular Trade linking Africa, the West Indies, the British Colonies and Europe

SS.5.A.4.6  Describe the introduction, impact and role of slavery in the colonies

SS.5.G.1.2  Use latitude and longitude to locate places
Key Terms:
	Term
	Part of Speech
	Definition

	slavery
	noun
	State of working without freedom

	harsh
	adjective
	Difficult, exhausting, bitter

	Indentured 
	adjective
	Bound, obligated

	impact
	noun
	effect

	latitude
	noun
	Distance north or south of equator

	longitude
	noun
	Distance east or west of prime meridian


Historical Background for the Teachers:
The early days of the American economy were filled with trade routes stretching across the Atlantic in seemingly all directions. As with trade between European countries, the goods coming into and out of America tended to be part of a pattern. The money paid for one set of goods would be used to pay for another set of goods, and so on. Also at this time, goods were traded for each other, in a barter system.

In early American settlement, goods came from two main sources: England and Africa. This came to be known as Triangular Trade.   A typical shipment of goods from Great Britain would consist of any or all of beads, cloth, hardware, rum, salt, or weapons. The shipment would go to Africa, where the goods would be traded for people who were enslaved.                                                         A ship leaving Africa for America would contain hundreds of enslaved people, tightly packed in horrific conditions for the journey to their new "home."

Once in America, the ship would unload the slaves and take on any or all of molasses, rum, sugar, or tobacco and then head to Great Britain, completing the Triangle. (It should be said here that not all ships made this giant triangular trip. Many ships did no more than sail back and forth from America to Africa and vice versa or from England to Africa and vice versa. The description of the Triangular Trade deals more with the goods as a whole.)

Some of the ships coming to America sailed straight to ports along the Eastern Seaboard, although some stopped in the Caribbean or Brazil, where large slave plantations were.

The number of Africans shipped as slaves to America has been conservatively estimated at 10 million. That number doesn't include the thousands who died along the way. Some estimates have concluded that 15 to 25 of every 100 Africans died on those voyages. The practice of slavery had a history of hundreds of years. It was made illegal in America in 1807, although it continued in small part for many years after that.  

Anticipatory Set:
To offer students who might not otherwise have any background knowledge to pull from, introduce a few images from links listed in resources.  Ask students to observe what is depicted in these illustrations.

Do Now Activity: 
Using these images, have students fill out the first section of a KWL chart.  Then, brainstorm a list of questions to put in the second column.

Procedures:
Discuss day to day life in early colonial times.   Have students create a Venn diagram of similarities and differences with life today.  Discuss/review why people were here and that for many this was a business and their goal was to be successful.  Read about the three colonial areas to get an understanding of what day to day life was like.   Discuss the needs to be successful as a tobacco farmer or large plantation owner.  Now read the section on Slavery in the New World.  

To better understand the routes, give each student a world map.  Review latitude and longitude and how to plot locations on a map.  Give the following names and coordinates: 

Bristol, England: 51.28 N, 2.35 W ;  

Ivory Coast (Cote d’Ivoire), Africa:  5.3 N  4.03 W   

Charleston, South Carolina 32.7 N    79.9 W

Once students have marked the three points on their map, have them connect them with lines.  Discuss the basic shape this forms (triangle).

Assessment:
Students may choose from the following:

Create a power point presentation on the triangle trade.

Create a song/poem about the triangle trade

Write a letter from the voice of a slave about where they came from and what their life was like as a slave

Extension:
Students can estimate the distance between each of the ports and then use the website http://www.infoplease.com/atlas/calculate- to calculate the actual distance ships traveled from port to port (England to Ivory Coast – 2,997 miles or 4823 km,  Ivory Coast to Charleston – 5,051miles or 8129 km, Charleston to England – 3,978 miles or 6402 km)

Resources:

Leveled Texts for Social Studies, Early America

http://www.understandingslavery.com/resources/Kofi_Captured0.mp3
http://lylesj.tripod.com/trade/tritrade.html
http://www.eckstein.seattleschools.org/elmiller/ss/triangular_trade/
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/triangulartrade.htm
http://eduplace.com/kids.socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html
http://www.juneteenth.com/middlep.htm.

http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAslavery.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/title.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/africa/features/storyofafrica/9chapter4.shtml
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