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“Understanding the Declaration of Independence”
Grade Level: 4th/5th grade
United States History
Time required: 1 hour-1 ½ hours

Objectives:

Breaking down the Declaration of Independence into three different categories so students can gain knowledge and understanding of the document. 

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	
	July 4th 1776
	

	
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	

	
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	

	


Key Terms:
Economic, Social, Political.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
One of the most important themes in American history involves the repeated effort to extend the meaning of the "inalienable rights" with which Americans are endowed and adopt a more inclusive definition of those who are "created equal." In the decades preceding the Civil War, reformers pictured their efforts to improve the nation's educational system and to abolish slavery as attempts to realize the republican ideals enshrined in the Declaration of Independence.

Proponents of abolition, women's rights, world peace, and other reforms drafted "Declarations of Sentiments" modeled on the wording of the Declaration of Independence. Workingmen's parties in New York and Philadelphia in the 1820s, abolitionists in the 1830s, and advocates of women's rights in 1848 each issued declarations listing a "history of repeated injuries and usurpations" that justified their proposed reforms. Convinced that the sacred principles of the revolution had been corrupted, reformers sought to revive the Spirit of 1776 by exposing a host of abuses that contradicted the nation's revolutionary principles.
Anticipatory Set:
Print out three copies of the Declaration of Independence and “Age them” by burning the edges and staining them.  Hand them out to students rolled up as if they were the original copy.

Procedures:
1. The teacher will introduce students to the declaration of independence. 

2. Whole group will create a KWL chart.

3. We will access prior knowledge then start the lesson by explaining the difference between Economic, Social, and Political.  

4. A different color highlighter will represent each subject.  

5. Break up class into three groups and each group will be in charge of highlighting their assigned subject in the Declaration of Independence.  

6. The class will come together and go over it as a group.

7. Continue to finish the KWL chart.

Homework:
Describe the differences between the original rough draft and the final Declaration of Independence.

Assessment:
1. What was the Declaration of Independence's main purpose?

2. Who was it meant for?

Extension:
Jefferson’s original rough draft

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/revolution/jefferson_rough_draught.cfm 

Resources:

The Declaration of Independence http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/revolution/declaration_of_independence.cfm 

Author of Lesson:
Tessa Wolf, SeaBreeze Elementary
Fountains of Freedom Liberty Fellowship
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